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President’s 
Message 
Hello all. Like many I was 
hoping that 2022 would bring 
with it a return to normalcy, 
but I guess there are still a 
couple curve balls left. As 
many of you know the Bonsai-
A-Thon has been postponed 
till April. Our lives are still 
being impacted by the virus 
and we’re still having to 
adapt to the changing 
situation. Maybe now that the 

holidays are over things will calm down a bit. 
     We will not be having an in-person meeting in 
February; the Nakaoka center is still closed and no 
affordable substitute could be found. So instead we will 
have a live stream on the club’s Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/californiabonsaisociety- starting at 7 
pm on Wednesday February 16th featuring our local visiting 
artist, rising star in the So.California bonsai world, Julian 
Tsai. Julian will work on a tree he’s been styling, showing 
some refinement techniques and talking about the time he 
spent studying in Japan and what he learned while there. 
He  will share some special techniques with us and answer 
questions from viewers. Be sure to tune in and have those 
questions ready.  
     Hopefully by May we’ll have returned to our regularly 
scheduled programing and will be welcoming Yannick 
Kiggen, Japanese trained Belgium bonsai artist. 
     As of right now the annual exhibit is still being planned 
for the weekend of March 19th and 20th and the Huntington 
Library, Art Museum and Botanical gardens. Everyone is 
encouraged to participate either by showing a tree, 
helping with setup, breakdown and as volunteers during 
the show to answer questions, keep an eye on the trees 
etc.. Lindsay Shiba, our show chairman will have more to 
say about this elsewhere in this newsletter. Let’s all do 
everything we can to make this exhibit a great one. 

https://www.facebook.com/californiabonsaisociety-
https://www.facebook.com/californiabonsaisociety-
https://www.facebook.com/californiabonsaisociety-
https://www.facebook.com/californiabonsaisociety-
http://californiabonsaisociety.com
mailto:bonsaibp@earthlink.net
mailto:info@californiabonsai.com
mailto:caryme2@yahoo.com
mailto:carolupston@icloud.com
mailto:doylesaito@yahoo.com
mailto:jason@zenplace.com
http://californiabonsaisociety.com
http://californiabonsaisociety.com
mailto:bonsaibp@earthlink.net
mailto:info@californiabonsai.com
mailto:caryme2@yahoo.com
mailto:carolupston@icloud.com
mailto:doylesaito@yahoo.com
mailto:jason@zenplace.com
http://californiabonsaisociety.com
http://californiabonsaisociety.com


It’s time to pay our dues.  We’re back on track to bring outstanding bonsai artists to California 
and to continue to expand our educational endeavors.  Please use the attached for to pay 
your annual dues.  To participate in the show you must be paid up unless you are a senior 
status member. 
     Speaking of exhibits -The Pacific Bonsai Expo “an Exposition of Extraordinary Bonsai” is a 
new juried exhibition featuring 70 outstanding bonsai displays and some of the community’s 
top vendors will be happening November 12th-13th 2022 in Oakland CA. Call for entries started 
on February 1st. see website for all info. I hope to see a good representation from CBS 
members.  https://www.pacificbonsaiexpo.com/ 
     Our after Thanksgiving members sale was a great success, I want to thank everyone who 
brought material for the sale, all those who helped make it happen- especially Marianne 
Yamaguchi and Yamaguchi Bonsai Nursery and all those who bought over $20,000.00 worth of 
bonsai and related materials.  

I hope to see everyone at our show in March. Don’t forget to tune in on Facebook on the 15th 
to see Julian and get those tree prepped for the exhibit. 

Stay healthy and safe. 

Bob Pressler 

CBS Welcomes Julian Tsai
Julian is a Southern California resident 
who discovered a passion for bonsai 
while in college. After graduation 
he pursued an apprenticeship at 
Fujikawa Kouka-en in Japan. Kouka-en 
is a second-generation nursery 
currently operated by Mr. Keiichi 
Fujikawa located in Osaka Prefecture. 
The nursery opened in 1950 and has 
held itself to a high standard of 
refinement, participating and vending 
at the Kokufu-ten in Tokyo. His 
experience there gave him a 
foundation in both evergreen and 
deciduous techniques. Although there 
is a strong impression of expedited 
refinement in Japanese bonsai, trees 
there have been properly developed 
over many years. Julian puts an 
emphasis on horticulture and 
development that enables sustainable 
design.   

 As a young and new bonsai artist, he 
hopes to continuously create beautiful 
trees and to share his enthusiasm and 
passion for the art. 
This demo will be live-streamed on the 
CBS Facebook page on Wednesday 
February 16 at 7 pm.



 

IT’S SHOW TIME



 

A Note from the Show Chair 
It looks like we’ll be having our annual show this year on March 19-20, assuming everything works in our favor 
with the current Covid situation. Set up is on Friday. March 18. 

   I’d like to welcome back our older, seasoned members and encourage those new members who have never 
shown at our annual Huntington exhibit to consider entering a tree.  We may have a more limited space to 
display our trees this time so try to decide promptly if you want to enter a tree.  If you have never 
participated in a formal show, please text or email me photos of your display.  

   I believe it will be a wonderful show but we will need many volunteers to put this event together.  A sign up 
sheet is included with the entry form attached with this email. 

“Many hands make light work.” 

Lindsay Shiba   



 

Our Last Meeting 

Nik Rozman Tames A California Juniper  
At our November meeting, CBS members enjoyed meeting Nik Rozman who traveled from Slovenia to visit  
Southern California Clubs and Nurseries for demonstrations and workshops.  Bob Pressler even drove him up 
to Oregon and back for a visit to Ryan Neil’s Nursery. Nik tamed several unruly California junipers during his 
visit including one for the CBS demo.  He works amazingly fast and had no difficulty finishing the masterful 
styling of a tree during the meeting.  

It’s Time to Pay Dues 

Your dues make it possible for us to bring stellar demonstrators like Nik Rozman, 
Julian Tsai, Pedro Morales, Elsa Boudouri, Will Baddeley, Todd Schlafer, Chris 
Sambolin, etc., etc.  Dues also help fund the Ben Oki Scholarship and our online and 
in person educational endeavors.   

Please use the attached pdf form to pay your dues. Note the new mailing address. 



 

BONSAI-A-THON
Fundraiser for

The Golden State Bonsai Federation Collection at the Huntington 
is now April 2-3, 2022

at the 
The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Gardens

 Brody Botanical Center 
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA  91108

Daily Benefit Drawing & Live and Silent Auctions 
Select Vendors Selling Top-Quality Tools, Pots and 
Trees 
Large Sales Area
Bonsai Styling Demonstrations by Noted Bonsai 
Masters—styled trees auctioned each day
Exhibit of Bonsai and Penjing from the Huntington
Tour of the expanded Chinese Garden and Penjing 
Court
Tour of the new Japanese Heritage House
Backstage tour of the Bonsai Nursery
Introduction to Suiseki—Japanese Viewing Stones—
and Viewing Stones Exhibit

Entry to the Bonsai-A-Thon is still free to bonsai club members, but 
due to Covid restrictions, all Bonsai-A-Thon attendees will need to 
register for each day they wish to attend on a portal that will be set up 
by the Huntington.  

Wristbands will be given out upon arrival at the Huntington. 

Specific information about the portal and how to register on the portal 
is coming soon.

Masks will need to be worn inside, unless guidelines change between 
now and the BAT.

Anyone volunteering to work at the Bonsai-A-Thon, including vendors 
and demonstrators, must show proof of vaccination.

The Bonsai-A-Thon is open daily from  
10AM to 5PM for the general public 

Early entry at 7:30 AM for registered BAT attendees 

Pancake breakfast from 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM  
Lunch from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 

available for registered Bonsai-A-Thon attendees only

PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID,  
THE 2022 BONSAI-A-THON 
MAY HAVE STILL HAVE TO BE 
CANCELLED. 
Updates will be sent out as 
available. 

Bonsai-A-Thon Rescheduled!



�

CALIFORNIA BONSAI SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 2022

Full Name, Printed______________________________________________________________________________


Address_______________________________________________________________________________________


City______________________________________________________________State_______________


Zip Code (5+4)_____________________________Telephone__________________________________________


Email_________________________________________________________________________________________


If you are 80 yrs. or older, what is your birth year?________________


I’m enclosing an additional 15.00 for a name badge and this is the name I want on the badge:


(print clearly)__________________________________________________________________________________


CBS membership is $25.00 per person for one year beginning February 23.  One application per 
person.

New applicants must provide all information requested above.

Renewing members are required tp provide their name and any changes to their contact 
information.

Seniors 80 and older do not need to reply.


Information about showing in our annual exhibit can be obtained by contacting the show 
chairman, Lindsay Shiba at shibalindsay@gmail.com or 909-806-0937.


Mail application and check payable to California Bonsai Society to

Carol Upston

1895 262nd St.

Lomita CA 90717-3346


Annual Membership Dues  $25.00                        CBS Name Badge              $15.00
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